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king, who was delighted at the success of the plan,
and at once sent messengers to the father of Yaso-
dhara to ask the hand of his daughter in marriage.
"It is the custom," said the father of the girl,
" that when a maiden of such a noble-house as mine
is asked in marriage, the suitor shall first prove his
skill in the arts of war, and this good custom cannot
be broken even for a king so powerful as the father
of Prince Siddartha. Let the youth show his strength
in the bending of the bow. Let him wield the sword
and manage a horse better than the crowd of suitors
who already seek my child in marriage. He must be
best among the best or he is not fit for the best of all
maidens; and how he can prove his manliness after
a life of contemplation more fitting for a hermit than
a prince I, for one, fail to see.35

When this message was reported to the king he
was very sad, for he knew that the foremost warriors
of the day had come to ask the hand of Yasodhara,
and he had little confidence in the manly powers of
his son. But the prince himself laughed low when
he heard what message had been brought by his
father's envoys, and he said to those about him, " I
have learned these arts also, and I do not think I
shall lose my love for all the warriors of greatest
renown." Then it was announced that seven days
later the Prince Siddartha would be prepared to
meet all comers to match his skill against theirs
for the prize of prizes, the beautiful Yasodhara.

On the appointed day the suitors came together,
and the maiden was taken to the place of meeting